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The Honorable Senator Joseph Vitale
Chairman, Health, Human Services and Senior Citizens Committee
569 Rahway Avenue
Woodbridge, NJ 07095

CC: Committee members

November 21, 2016

RE: U.S. Pain Foundation Requests Your Support of Senate Bill 2794 

Chairman Vitale and members of the Health, Human Services and Senior Citizens Committee, 

As an organization created by people with pain for people with pain, U.S. Pain Foundation works daily to ensure that those living with an invisible pain condition can receive the medically necessary treatment options they need, while ensuring fair access to those treatment options. As the leading patient-advocacy organization in the nation, we believe that there is no one-size-fits all to treat and manage chronic pain conditions. That is why we support the use of medical marijuana for various diseases. We are asking that you place Senate Bill 2794 on the committee’s upcoming agenda and support the legislation when it comes to a vote.
This bill, as you may know, makes certain revisions to the New Jersey Compassionate Use Medical Marijuana Act, including permitting patients to access medical marijuana in any quantity, form, strain, or potency appropriate to the patient’s treatment needs, mandating the promulgation of standardized dosage units, authorizing the registration of secondary caregivers to assist qualifying patients with the medical use of marijuana in schools and at certain facilities, and providing certain additional legal protections under the act. 
The organization appreciates that a physician may deem it appropriate for a patient to use medical marijuana to manage his/her chronic pain condition. However, the provision within S. 2794 that notes the physician provides written instructions, which may include express requirements concerning the form, strain, quantity, or potency of medical marijuana to be dispensed to the patient could prove problematic for a few reasons. U.S. Pain Foundation has heard from patients across the United States that have had successes with mitigating pain from their varying conditions due to a variety of modalities, including medical marijuana. Each body reacts differently to those treatment options; the same applies to those patients who are given specific strains of medical marijuana. This provision may not prove to be in the best interest of the New Jersey resident with a chronic pain condition/mental illness who may wish to try different strains during their treatment plan (trial and error process) in order to find the best train that manages his or her condition. We are optimistic that the state of New Jersey will look at accommodating the right to try approach so that the patient’s hands are not tied by the stringent provision placed within this legislation to require that a physician guesses what strain and/or quantity of the medicine may work best for the patient. 
U.S. Pain Foundation is pleased to see that S. 2794 offers patient protections by eliminating discriminatory circumstances. Under this bill, patients do not have to exhaust all other treatment options to medically use marijuana. Additionally, the treatment option is considered the same as any other medication used at the direction of a physician, another applaudable provision to this proposed bill. We appreciate that a patient cannot be disqualified from receiving medical care based on the use of medical marijuana. We support this provision within the bill. 
U.S. Pain is also pleased to see that the state would allow minors to have medical marijuana for their condition, creating a protocol for primary and secondary caregivers to aid in the obtaining/administering of the medication. Studies have shown that medical marijuana can effectively aid in the management of various conditions that pediatric pain patients are diagnosed with, including epilepsy, ehlers-danlos syndrome and other pain/mental health-related conditions. Furthermore, U.S. Pain Foundation supports S. 2794 due to its ability to provide an expedited process for those pediatric pain patients to receive medical marijuana approval. 
This bill eliminates registration fees for primary and secondary caregivers, which lessens the financial burden to those families who are already overwhelmed with treating a loved one’s incurable pain condition. U.S. Pain understands that diagnosing, treating and managing a rare and/or complex invisible illness can take an emotional and financial toll on a family. We commend the state of New Jersey for providing such assistance to families who are supporting an individual with the complex disease of chronic pain. 

U.S. Pain is respectfully requesting the committee to schedule a hearing for S. 2794 and the bill when it comes to a vote so that New Jersey continues providing proactive measures to effectively manage chronic pain for children and adults. 

Respectfully, 

Shaina Smith

Shaina Smith, Director of State Advocacy & Alliance Development
U.S. Pain Foundation 
info@uspainfoundation.org
Main: (800) 910.2462
670 Newfield Street, Suite B
www.uspainfoundation.org
Fax: (800) 929 -4062  
Middletown, CT 06457
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